
Statutory Curriculum 
Requirements 

Year 5 
This document contains all of the statutory requirements of the National 

Curriculum (2014) broken down by subject. 



ENGLISH

Spoken 
Word

Word 
Read
ing

Comprehension
Writing – 

transcripti
on

Writing 
– 

Handw
riting

Writing – 
Composition

Writing – 
Grammar, 
Vocabulary 

and 
Punctuation
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Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ listen and 
respond 
appropriat
ely to 
adults and 
their peers 

▪ ask 
relevant 
questions 
to extend 
their 
understan
ding and 
knowledge 

▪ use 
relevant 
strategies 
to build 
their 
vocabular
y  

▪ articulate 
and justify 
answers, 
arguments 
and 
opinions 

▪ give well-
structured 
descriptio
ns, 
explanatio
ns and 
narratives 
for 
different 
purposes, 
including 
for 
expressin
g feelings  

▪ maintain 
attention 
and 
participate 
actively in 
collaborati
ve 
conversati
ons, 
staying on 
topic and 
initiating 
and 
respondin
g to 
comments  

▪ use 
spoken 
language 

Pupils 
should 
be 
taught 
to: 

apply 
their 
growin
g 
knowle
dge of 
root 
words, 
prefixe
s and 
suffixe
s 
(morph
ology 
and 
etymol
ogy), 
as 
listed 
in 

Engl
ish 
App
endi
x 1, 
both to 
read 
aloud 
and to 
unders
tand 
the 
meanin
g of 
new 
words 
that 
they 
meet.

Pupils should be taught 
to: 

▪ maintain positive 
attitudes to 
reading and 
understanding of 
what they read by: 

▪ continuing 
to read 
and 
discuss 
an 
increasing
ly wide 
range of 
fiction, 
poetry, 
plays, 
non-fiction 
and 
reference 
books or 
textbooks 

▪ reading 
books that 
are 
structured 
in different 
ways and 
reading 
for a 
range of 
purposes 

▪ increasing 
their 
familiarity 
with a 
wide 
range of 
books, 
including 
myths, 
legends 
and 
traditional 
stories, 
modern 
fiction, 
fiction 
from our 
literary 
heritage, 
and books 
from other 
cultures 
and 
traditions 
recomme
nding 
books that 
they have 
read to 
their 
peers, 

Spelling (see 

English 
Appendi
x 1) 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ use 
further 
prefixes 
and 
suffixes 
and 
understa
nd the 
guidance 
for 
adding 
them 

▪ spell 
some 
words 
with 
‘silent’ 
letters 
[for 
example, 
knight, 
psalm, 
solemn] 

▪ continue 
to 
distinguis
h 
between 
homopho
nes and 
other 
words 
which are 
often 
confused 

▪ use 
knowledg
e of 
morpholo
gy and 
etymolog
y in 
spelling 
and 
understa
nd that 
the 
spelling 
of some 
words 
needs to 
be learnt 
specificall
y, as 
listed in 
English 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

write 
legibly, 
fluently 
and with 
increasing 
speed by: 

choosing 
which 
shape of 
a letter to 
use when 
given 
choices 
and 
deciding 
whether 
or not to 
join 
specific 
little 

choosing 
the writing 
implemen
t that is 
best 
suited for 
a task.

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

▪ plan their 
writing by: 

▪ identifyi
ng the 
audien
ce for 
and 
purpos
e of the 
writing, 
selectin
g the 
approp
riate 
form 
and 
using 
other 
similar 
writing 
as 
models 
for their 
own 

▪ noting 
and 
develo
ping 
initial 
ideas, 
drawin
g on 
reading 
and 
researc
h 
where 
necess
ary 

▪ in 
writing 
narrativ
es, 
consid
ering 
how 
authors 
have 
develo
ped 
charact
ers and 
setting
s in 
what 
pupils 
have 
read, 
listene
d to or 
seen 
perfor
med 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

▪ develop 
their 
understandi
ng of the 
concepts 
set out in 

English 
Append
ix 2 by: 

▪ rec
ogni
sing 
voca
bular
y 
and 
struc
tures 
that 
are 
appr
opria
te 
for 
form
al 
spee
ch 
and 
writi
ng, 
inclu
ding 
subj
uncti
ve 
form
s 

▪ usin
g 
pass
ive 
verb
s to 
affec
t the 
pres
entat
ion 
of 
infor
mati
on in 
a 
sent
ence 

▪ usin
g the 
perf
ect 
form 
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Maths

Numbe
r – 

Numbe
r and 
Place 
Value

Number – 
Addition 

and 
subtractio

n

Number – 
Multiplic

ation 
and 

division

Number – 
fractions 

inc 
decimals & 

%

Measur
ement

Geometry – 
Properties of 

shape

Geomet
ry – 

Position 
and 

directio
n

Statist
ics
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Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

▪ read, 
write, 
order 
and 
comp
are 
num
bers 
to at 
least 
1 00
0 00
0 
and 
deter
mine 
the 
value 
of 
each 
digit 

▪ count 
forwa
rds 
or 
back
ward
s in 
steps 
of 
powe
rs of 
10 
for 
any 
given 
num
ber 
up to 
1 00
0 00
0 

▪ inter
pret 
nega
tive 
num
bers 
in 
conte
xt, 
count 
forwa
rds 
and 
back
ward
s 
with 
positi
ve 
and 
nega
tive 
whol

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ add and 
subtract 
whole 
numbers 
with 
more 
than 4 
digits, 
including 
using 
formal 
written 
methods 
(column
ar 
addition 
and 
subtracti
on) 

▪ add and 
subtract 
numbers 
mentally 
with 
increasin
gly large 
numbers 

▪ use 
rounding 
to check 
answers 
to 
calculati
ons and 
determin
e, in the 
context 
of a 
problem, 
levels of 
accuracy 

▪ solve 
addition 
and 
subtracti
on multi-
step 
problem
s in 
contexts, 
deciding 
which 
operatio
ns and 
methods 
to use 
and why.

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

▪ identify 
multiple
s and 
factors, 
includin
g 
finding 
all 
factor 
pairs of 
a 
number
, and 
commo
n 
factors 
of two 
number
s 

▪ know 
and 
use the 
vocabul
ary of 
prime 
number
s, 
prime 
factors 
and 
compos
ite 
(non-
prime) 
number
s 

▪ establis
h 
whethe
r a 
number 
up to 
100 is 
prime 
and 
recall 
prime 
number
s up to 
19 

▪ multiply 
number
s up to 
4 digits 
by a 
one- or 
two-
digit 
number 
using a 
formal 
written 
method
, 
includin

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

▪ conve
rt 
betwe
en 
differ
ent 
units 
of 
metri
c 
meas
ure 
(for 
exam
ple, 
kilom
etre 
and 
metre
; 
centi
metre 
and 
metre
; 
centi
metre 
and 
millim
etre; 
gram 
and 
kilogr
am; 
litre 
and 
millilit
re) 

▪ under
stand 
and 
use 
appro
ximat
e 
equiv
alenc
es 
betwe
en 
metri
c 
units 
and 
com
mon 
imper
ial 
units 
such 
as 
inche
s, 
poun
ds 
and 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

▪
ident
ify, 
desc
ribe 
and 
repr
esen
t the 
posit
ion 
of a 
shap
e 
follo
wing 
a 
refle
ction 
or 
trans
lation
, 
usin
g the 
appr
opria
te 
lang
uage
, and 
know 
that 
the 
shap
e 
has 
not 
chan
ged.

Pupils 
should 
be 
taught 
to: 

▪ solv
e 
com
paris
on, 
sum 
and 
differ
ence 
probl
ems 
usin
g 
infor
mati
on 
pres
ente
d in 
a 
line 
grap
h 

▪ com
plete
, 
read 
and 
inter
pret 
infor
mati
on in 
table
s, 
inclu
ding 
timet
able
s.

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

▪ identify 3-D 
shapes, 
including cubes 
and other 
cuboids, from 
2-D 
representations 

▪ know angles 
are measured 
in degrees: 
estimate and 
compare acute, 
obtuse and 
reflex angles 

▪ draw given 
angles, and 
measure them 
in degrees (o) 

▪ identify: 

▪ angles 
at a 
point 
and 
one 
whole 
turn 
(total 
360o) 

▪ angles 
at a 
point 
on a 
straight 
line 

and !  
a turn 
(total 
180o) 

▪ other 
multiple
s of 90o 

▪ use the 
properties of 
rectangles to 
deduce related 
facts and find 
missing lengths 
and angles 

▪ distinguish 
between 
regular and 
irregular 
polygons based 
on reasoning 
about equal 
sides and 
angles.

2
1

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

▪ compare 
and order 
fractions 
whose 
denominat
ors are all 
multiples of 
the same 
number 

▪ identify, 
name and 
write 
equivalent 
fractions of 
a given 
fraction, 
represente
d visually, 
including 
tenths and 
hundredths 

▪ recognise 
mixed 
numbers 
and 
improper 
fractions 
and 
convert 
from one 
form to the 
other and 
write 
mathemati
cal 
statements 
> 1 as a 
mixed 
number [for 
example, 

!  + !  = 

!  = 1 ! ] 

▪ add and 
subtract 
fractions 
with the 
same 
denominat
or and 
denominat
ors that are 
multiples of 
the same 
number 

▪ multiply 
proper 
fractions 
and mixed 
numbers 
by whole 
numbers, 
supported 

5
2

5
4

5
6

5
1
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Science

Working 
Scientifically

Living things 
and their 
habitats

Animals, 
inc 

Humans

Properties and 
changes of 
materials

Earth & 
Space

Forces
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During years 5 and 6, 
pupils should be taught 
to use the following 
practical scientific 
methods, processes and 
skills through the 
teaching of the 
programme of study 
content: 

▪ planning different 
types of scientific 
enquiries to answer 
questions, including 
recognising and 
controlling variables 
where necessary 

▪ taking 
measurements, 
using a range of 
scientific equipment, 
with increasing 
accuracy and 
precision, taking 
repeat readings 
when appropriate 

▪ recording data and 
results of increasing 
complexity using 
scientific diagrams 
and labels, 
classification keys, 
tables, scatter 
graphs, bar and line 
graphs 

▪ using test results to 
make predictions to 
set up further 
comparative and fair 
tests 

▪ reporting and 
presenting findings 
from enquiries, 
including 
conclusions, causal 
relationships and 
explanations of and 
degree of trust in 
results, in oral and 
written forms such 
as displays and 
other presentations 

▪ identifying scientific 
evidence that has 
been used to 
support or refute 
ideas or arguments.

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

▪ describe the 
differences 
in the life 
cycles of a 
mammal, an 
amphibian, 
an insect 
and a bird 

▪ describe the 
life process 
of 
reproduction 
in some 
plants and 
animals.

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ des
crib
e 
the 
chan
ges 
as 
hum
ans 
deve
lop 
to 
old 
age.

Pupils should be taught 
to: 

▪ compare and 
group together 
everyday 
materials on the 
basis of their 
properties, 
including their 
hardness, 
solubility, 
transparency, 
conductivity 
(electrical and 
thermal), and 
response to 
magnets 

▪ know that some 
materials will 
dissolve in liquid 
to form a solution, 
and describe how 
to recover a 
substance from a 
solution 

▪ use knowledge of 
solids, liquids and 
gases to decide 
how mixtures 
might be 
separated, 
including through 
filtering, sieving 
and evaporating 

▪ give reasons, 
based on 
evidence from 
comparative and 
fair tests, for the 
particular uses of 
everyday 
materials, 
including metals, 
wood and plastic 

▪ demonstrate that 
dissolving, mixing 
and changes of 
state are 
reversible 
changes 

▪ explain that some 
changes result in 
the formation of 
new materials, 
and that this kind 
of change is not 
usually reversible, 
including changes 
associated with 
burning and the 
action of acid on 
bicarbonate of 
soda.

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ describe 
the 
moveme
nt of the 
Earth, 
and 
other 
planets, 
relative 
to the 
Sun in 
the solar 
system 

▪ describe 
the 
moveme
nt of the 
Moon 
relative 
to the 
Earth 

▪ describe 
the Sun, 
Earth 
and 
Moon as 
approxi
mately 
spherical 
bodies 

▪ use the 
idea of 
the 
Earth’s 
rotation 
to 
explain 
day and 
night 
and the 
apparent 
moveme
nt of the 
sun 
across 
the sky.

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

▪ explain that 
unsupporte
d objects 
fall towards 
the Earth 
because of 
the force of 
gravity 
acting 
between 
the Earth 
and the 
falling 
object 

▪ identify the 
effects of 
air 
resistance, 
water 
resistance 
and 
friction, 
that act 
between 
moving 
surfaces 

▪ recognise 
that some 
mechanism
s, including 
levers, 
pulleys and 
gears, 
allow a 
smaller 
force to 
have a 
greater 
effect.
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Non-Core Subjects

Art & 
Design

Computin
g

Design & 
Technology

Geography History MFL Music PE

Year 5 Curriculum overview map Page   8



Pupils 
should 
be 
taught to 
develop 
their 
techniqu
es, 
including 
their 
control 
and their 
use of 
material
s, with 
creativit
y, 
experim
entation 
and an 
increasin
g 
awarene
ss of 
different 
kinds of 
art, craft 
and 
design. 
Pupils 
should 
be 
taught: 

▪ to 
creat
e 
sket
ch 
book
s to 
reco
rd 
their 
obse
rvati
ons 
and 
use 
them 
to 
revie
w 
and 
revis
it 
idea
s 

▪ to 
impr
ove 
their 
mast
ery 
of 
art 
and 
desi
gn 
tech
niqu
es, 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ design, 
write 
and 
debug 
program
s that 
accompli
sh 
specific 
goals, 
including 
controllin
g or 
simulatin
g 
physical 
systems; 
solve 
problem
s by 
decomp
osing 
them 
into 
smaller 
parts 

▪ use 
sequenc
e, 
selection
, and 
repetitio
n in 
program
s; work 
with 
variables 
and 
various 
forms of 
input 
and 
output 

▪ use 
logical 
reasonin
g to 
explain 
how 
some 
simple 
algorith
ms work 
and to 
detect 
and 
correct 
errors in 
algorith
ms and 
program
s 

▪ understa
nd 
compute

Through a 
variety of 
creative and 
practical 
activities, 
pupils should be 
taught the 
knowledge, 
understanding 
and skills 
needed to 
engage in an 
iterative 
process of 
designing and 
making. They 
should work in 
a range of 
relevant 
contexts [for 
example, the 
home, school, 
leisure, culture, 
enterprise, 
industry and 
the wider 
environment]. 
When designing 
and making, 
pupils should be 
taught to: 

Design 
▪ use 

research 
and 
develop 
design 
criteria to 
inform the 
design of 
innovative, 
functional, 
appealing 
products 
that are fit 
for 
purpose, 
aimed at 
particular 
individuals 
or groups 

▪ generate, 
develop, 
model and 
communic
ate their 
ideas 
through 
discussion, 
annotated 
sketches, 
cross-
sectional 
and 
exploded 
diagrams, 
prototypes, 
pattern 
pieces and 
computer-

Pupils should 
extend their 
knowledge and 
understanding 
beyond the local 
area to include 
the United 
Kingdom and 
Europe, North and 
South America. 
This will include 
the location and 
characteristics of 
a range of the 
world’s most 
significant human 
and physical 
features. They 
should develop 
their use of 
geographical 
knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills to enhance 
their locational 
and place 
knowledge. 
Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Locational 
knowledge 
▪ locate the 

world’s 
countries, 
using maps 
to focus on 
Europe 
(including the 
location of 
Russia) and 
North and 
South 
America, 
concentrating 
on their 
environmenta
l regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristic
s, countries, 
and major 
cities 

▪ name and 
locate 
counties and 
cities of the 
United 
Kingdom, 
geographical 
regions and 
their 
identifying 
human and 
physical 
characteristic
s, key 
topographical 
features 
(including 

Pupils should 
continue to 
develop a 
chronological
ly secure 
knowledge 
and 
understandin
g of British, 
local and 
world history, 
establishing 
clear 
narratives 
within and 
across the 
periods they 
study. They 
should note 
connections, 
contrasts and 
trends over 
time and 
develop the 
appropriate 
use of 
historical 
terms. They 
should 
regularly 
address and 
sometimes 
devise 
historically 
valid 
questions 
about 
change, 
cause, 
similarity and 
difference, 
and 
significance. 
They should 
construct 
informed 
responses 
that involve 
thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation 
of relevant 
historical 
information. 
They should 
understand 
how our 
knowledge of 
the past is 
constructed 
from a range 
of sources. 
In planning to 
ensure the 
progression 
described 
above 
through 
teaching the 
British, local 
and world 
history 
outlined 
below, 
teachers 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

▪ listen 
attentivel
y to 
spoken 
languag
e and 
show 
understa
nding by 
joining in 
and 
respondi
ng 

▪ explore 
the 
patterns 
and 
sounds 
of 
languag
e 
through 
songs 
and 
rhymes 
and link 
the 
spelling, 
sound 
and 
meaning 
of words 

▪ engage 
in 
convers
ations; 
ask and 
answer 
question
s; 
express 
opinions 
and 
respond 
to those 
of 
others; 
seek 
clarificati
on and 
help* 

▪ speak in 
sentenc
es, using 
familiar 
vocabula
ry, 
phrases 
and 
basic 
languag
e 
structure
s 

▪ develop 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

▪ play 
and 
perfo
rm in 
solo 
and 
ense
mble 
cont
exts, 
using 
their 
voice
s 
and 
playi
ng 
musi
cal 
instr
ume
nts 
with 
incre
asing 
accu
racy, 
fluen
cy, 
contr
ol 
and 
expr
essio
n 

▪ impr
ovise 
and 
com
pose 
musi
c for 
a 
rang
e of 
purp
oses 
using 
the 
inter-
relat
ed 
dime
nsion
s of 
musi
c 

▪ listen 
with 
atten
tion 
to 
detail 
and 
recall 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

▪ use 
runni
ng, 
jumpi
ng, 
throw
ing 
and 
catch
ing in 
isolat
ion 
and 
in 
comb
inatio
n 

▪ play 
comp
etitiv
e 
gam
es, 
modif
ied 
wher
e 
appr
opria
te 
[for 
exam
ple, 
bad
minto
n, 
bask
etball
, 
crick
et, 
footb
all, 
hock
ey, 
netb
all, 
roun
ders 
and 
tenni
s], 
and 
apply 
basic 
princi
ples 
suita
ble 
for 
attac
king 
and 
defe
nding 
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